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India Office Library

A preview of what’s to come

THE BRITISH EMPIRE is the story of the greatest
Empire the world has ever known. Itisastory of brilliant
contrasts — of glory and disaster, of wise rule and brutal
oppression: a story that shows what the British took
from the world — and what they gave to it.

Spain goes under

The Empire’s first magnificent era dawned with the
exploits of Elizabeth I's daredevil explorers. These
were the men who charted the icy _h.

wastes of the Arctic, braved Indian
deserts on foot and voyaged south
to hurl their challenges into the
haughty face of Catholic Spain
— Spain, which still claimed
half the world as her own by

God-given right. Spain
trembled — the tubby, red-
bearded Cornishman,

Francis Drake, was so feared
by the Spaniards that they
nicknamed him “El
Draque,” the Dragon.
Drake’s bravado is still a
part of legend: when the massive galleons of the
Spanish Armada heaved into sight, he coolly finished
his game of bowls before commencing battle. A legend
perhaps — but it typified the spirit of the time, a spirit
that, after the Spanish defeat, drove colonists and
merchants to America, India, Africa and the Far East
in search of fabled treasures.
Profits and power-struggles
Such towering ambition and greed has its evil sides:
you’ll see how the traders of the East India Company,
dazzled by the wealth of the Mughal Empire, made
fortunes out of hapless Indians. You will read one of
history’s grisliest episodes — how sadistic, profit-hungry
captains crammed the fetid, airless holds of their ships
with African slaves for sale across the Atlantic.

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich (detail)

16th-Century English galleon

Mughal imperial procession

Cover: The Queen’s Bays at Lucknow (Ist The Queen’s Dragoon Guards; photographer, Hein Engelskirchem)

In the three centuries of this
trade, more than 3,000,000
negroes died, many of them
in British vessels. You will
have an opportunity to
read a unique and
moving account by a
slave of his own cap-
ture and transpor-
tation.

You will trace Britain’s
great power struggle with
France, a struggle which §
reverberated across the
world. In America James Wolfe led an army up a
slippery cliff path to seize Canada for Britain. In India,
it was a pro-French Rajah who squeezed 123 English-
men into a sweltering 18-foot-square dungeon in
Calcutta and let most of them suffocate. And did you
know that Captain Cook,
who put New Zealand
and Australia on the map
about 1770, actually
sailed with secret orders
to stop the French chal-
lenge in the Pacific?
The good, the bad
and the ugly
The French bogey had
haunted Britain for cen-
turies but with Napo-

Wilberforce House, Hull

Punished slave

3
- s
3
@
3
o
i
«
o
4
o
g =
5]
2

leon’s defeat, Britain
began a new century of

Williaam Wilberforee unprecedented imperial
expansion.

You will see, in this heady, self-confident era, good
and evil set in jarring contrast. William Wilberforce
led a remorseless, Christian campaign to eradicate
slavery, and its abolition in 1834 inspired the world. In
India, high-minded officials ended the murderous
activities of the Thugs, who
to fulfil their “divine” duty,
strangled some 10,000 way-
farers a year. One of them

Please lift this page and carefully remove the staple
securing this outer cover in order to detach your
BRITISH EMPIRE CHRONOLOGY CHART.




Trustees of the @@
British Museum

Thugs dispose of victims

was bitterly disappointed to be arrested when about to
achieve a coveted ambition: the murder of his 1,000th
victim !

In 1857, the Indian soldiers, distressed by the un-
, settling  British re-
£ forms, plunged India
¢ into a round of blood-
% letting — and convinced
¢ many Englishmen that
;5; an enlightened, if more
% remote, rule was the
only way to guarantee
peace. The 50 years
after the Mutiny were a
monument, not only to
British power, but also
to the highest ideals
of imperial service.

Yet the same nation that produced moralists and
humanitarian reformers also fostered unscrupulous
fortune-hunters. The East India Company controlled
the sale of opium in the Far East, and when in 1839
the Chinese Emperor banned opium — ‘““the common
sink of all iniquity”” — the British rushed to arms — and
seized several Chinese ports to ensure the security of
their trade.

Elsewhere, Britain expanded voraciously. In New
Zealand, the intelligent, fiercely inde-
pendent Maoris were crushed — and
then incorporated into the world’s
first welfare state. b
Australians rushed in-
land to search for gold.
Railways drove west-
wards across Canada.
Explorers like that in-
tractable zealot, Livingstone,
focused Britain’s atten-
tion on the African
interior. His exploits
made him England’s
hero. But he was an
impossible man, with

Britain forces opium on China
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Tattooed Maori

many enemies, as THE BRITISH EMPIRE reveals in
a collection of contemporary drawings, never before
published, which ridicule the great man’s search for the
source of the Nile.
The African nightmare
The Empire, however, was beginning to
break even as it was made.
South Africa was the setting
for the greatest disasters of
the late 1g9th Century. In 1879,
the Zulus, Black Spartans armed only
with spears, overran a British army — because the
ammunition-boxes were so rusty they could not be
undone quickly enough. Then the patriarchal Boers —
“the best mounted infantry since the Mongols,” as
Churchill called them — won their independence by
humiliating the British at Majuba Hill.

The struggle broke out afresh in 1899. The spectre
of defeat loomed large, for the Boers proved frighten-
ingly adept at guerilla warfare. England poured in
men and managed to relieve besieged Mafeking, an
event greeted with hysterical
joy in London, where
it was universally —

and falsely — be-
: lieved that the
#  town had en-
" dured incredible
hardships. It took
two more years —and

Boers in action the introduction of the

first concentration camps — before
victory was won. Now, Victoria
ruled impassively over one-quarter
of the surface of the globe. British
rule seemed to many to be God-
given, immutable.
Decline and fall
But it was not to last. Many
of the people who thought the
Empire was indestructible
were alive to see the
whole gigantic edifiee gradu-
ally dismantled. Built up
haphazardly over centuries,
the Empire was dissolved in
decades. There was no lasting
warfare. There was, despite the
errors of Imperial rule, little
grief on any side — a lasting
tribute to the quality of the
men who represented the
mother country overseas.

Kegan Paul Trench Trubner
& Co. Ltd

Horniman Museum

“The Great White Queen™:
African view of Victoria
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Women's Costumes Series. g

EVERY WEEK A NEW PRINT ON THE BACK OF EACH ISSUE

Best way tokeep your collection neatly and safely together is in the special protective wallet,
obtainable by completing the order form in the centre of this issue.



